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Society Dog club members make their way down Swift Street to West Cliff. 

'COntinued from Page Ai 

Theoutingwas ore1leslrated by S0ci­
ety Dog, which actually started out as 
a singles club in Los Gatos in the late 
1900s, thenmorphedinto a dog club over 
time. Itnow boasts 1,000 members. And 
that's just the people. 

Themunber ofdogs has reached well 
over the 1,500 mark. 

"We allhaveacommon thread, acom­
monleash, and we're allhouse trained," 
quipped Doug Festa, whose wife, Terri, 
founded Society Dog back in 1999, even­
tually meeting Doug at one of the dog 
gatherings. 

Mission accomplished:RomancewaS 
kindledthrough dog-dominatedconver­
sations. Glances were exchanged over 
fur. 

The rest is history. 
Their children are all the dogs at 

large, which were in great abundance 
outside Keny's FrenchBakeryonIngalls 
Street, where the sign on the wall jok­
ingly reads - ''Please leash owners to 
their dogs." 

There were labs, terriers, pit bulls, 
poodles, shepherds, shelties, spaniels, 
bouvier des Flandres. 

Come again?
Thafs a cow dog from Belgium, if 

yolire notup to speed. 
Wbiletheideabehind the walk Was to 

.justhaveftm WJderthe sun, the greater 
purpose was to trY and open up close-
minded attitudes toward dogs around 
town, participants said 

Dogs, for example, can no longer run 
without leashes at Lighthouse Field in 
Santa Cruz. 

Along Pacific Avenue, dogs are 
banned. 

''Jfyou look ateach doghere, you can 
see they're smiling," said Wlaty Anne 
Blanc, a Los Gatosresident who anived 
withher bestfriend, Toby, an8-year-old 
mutt[partshepherd,partlab]. . 

NancyCleve1and, theproiIdownerof
Cooper Lou, her 5-year-old beagle, said 
ifs time the city ofSanta Cruz changed 
some ofits laws. 

''Ifs justnot right," she said. 
Equallynotright is thestereotypetbat 

Billy Foley's female pit bulL Britney, 4, 
so often endures. 

''Having a pitbull isn't easy because 
oftheirreputation, whathappened with 
Michael Vick," said Foley, refening to 
the Atlanta Falcons football star who 
was recently sentencedfor dogfighting 
and bettingon them. 

But at Society Dog, all dogs are cre-

Future walk$) 
All begin at 10:30 am.
 
FEB. 17: Arana Gulch/Harbor Walk.
 
Meet at Agnes Street entrance off
 
Soquel Avenue.
 
fBl. 24: Pleasure. Point Walk. Mee't at 

Coffeetopia at 3701 Portola Drive,
 
Santa Cruz.
 
MARCfl2: Ocean View.Park. Meet at
 
Ocean Vi~ Park in Santa Cruz.
 
MAICH 9: Pooches in the Park at the 
Polo Grounds in Aptos. 

MAIlCH 16: Java Junction at 519 
Seabright Ave. 
For mare information, call 'Yelp'line at 

. 408-871~3417 OTwww.sQCietydog.com. 

atedequal. 
Allare accepted. 
Heck, cats are even accepted, too, 

notesDoug Festa. 
"Ifs'time that people realize that 

dogs are a billion-doDar market, and 
they should be trea1ed as one," he said 

. "We'vegotonewomanwhohasac1oset 
run ofclothesfor her dogs." 

Contact Tom Ragan at 706-3254 
or tragan®santacnasentlnel.com. 



Billy Foley dressed his pit bull in a frilly pink collar. 


